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February 27, 2020 

Dear Parents and/or Guardians: 

I wanted to take a moment to share some clarifying information regarding steps the District is taking with respect to the 
novel coronavirus (COVID-19) in response to some questions we've received recently in the community. 

Despite the fact that New Jersey currently has no known cases of the novel coronavirus, the District takes this situation 
very seriously and we have and will continue to follow guidelines from the New Jersey Department of 
Health/Communicable Disease Services, as well as the Ridgefield Board of Health. 

Importantly, the New Jersey Department of Health has indicated that as there are no known cases of the virus in New 
Jersey, there is no need to cancel school or school events at this time, and there are also no restrictions placed on public 
gatherings. 

Moreover, the Ridgefield Health Department is notified by the New Jersey Department of Health if individuals who reside 
in Ridgefield return from a country deemed restricted - at this point, no one in Ridgefield meets this description.  We will 
continue working closely with the Ridgefield Health Department, who oversees potential cases for monitoring, if there are 
any in the future. These guidelines, which we have been actively implementing, also include frequent cleaning and 
sanitizing of our school's desks, tables, door handles, etc., and actively monitoring students for symptoms if they were to 
exhibit any. 

You can help at home by working with your children on taking preventive measures such as covering one's mouth when 
coughing, sneezing into a tissue or your sleeve (not your hands), avoiding touching your eyes, nose, and mouth, washing 
hands often for at least 20 seconds, keeping your child home if they are sick, and getting a flu shot. 

Finally, the New Jersey Department of Health has opened a 24-hour hotline for the public to ask questions about the novel 
coronavirus, which is 1-800-222-1222.  If you have any additional questions about the virus, it is recommended you call 
the hotline or visit https://www.nj.gov/health/cd/topics/nvoc.shtml for more facts and information. 

If we receive any further guidance you should be aware of from our state or local health departments, we will be sure to 
share it with you. 

Sincerely, 

Rory McCourt 

Superintendent of Schools, Ridgefield School District 
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